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Introduction

The Picture of True
Abundance

I

f you were to choose one picture to show what God wants from your
life, what would it be? A truckload of success? A houseful of happiness?
A mountain of hard work for Him?
If you’ve read Secrets of the Vine, you know that on the night before He
died, Jesus gave His disciples a remarkable word picture. He wanted to
show them what they had been chosen to accomplish. And even more, He
wanted them to see and remember what their actively and intimately
involved God would do to help bring it into being.
Jesus chose a dramatic moment—the night before His crucifixion.
After their last meal together, Jesus led His friends through Jerusalem’s
darkened streets, outside the city walls, toward Gethsemane, where
betrayal and arrest awaited Him. On the way, they walked through an
ancient vineyard. Here, I believe, Jesus paused.
Leaning Close to Listen
His disciples gathered expectantly in the circle of torchlight. What would
their Lord tell them now, on the night before His death? They leaned
forward to hear. Then Jesus began a most surprising conversation.
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides
in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit…. By this My Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit.” ( John 15:1–2, 5, 8)
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Imagine with me how these words must have sounded to Jesus’
friends. Instead of talking about how they could defeat the Romans, Jesus
talked to them about a grapevine and its branches. Instead of unveiling an
escape plan, Jesus spoke resolutely about bearing fruit—a lot of it. Instead
of saying good-bye, Jesus made it clear that an ongoing, vital relationship
with Him would not only be possible, but would also be the key to breaking through to the highest yield possible.
His thoughts were on fruit, more fruit…much fruit. My friend, that’s
what this Bible study is about, too—and that is the picture God sees for
your life!

A Different Kind of Bible Study
The four-week Bible study you’re holding invites you to go deeply into God’s
Word to see how Jesus’ teaching on fruitfulness, found in John 15, is supported
and explained by the whole of Scripture. Besides being biblically based and
felt-needs oriented, the study has several key distinctives:
It’s topical. We focus on the biblical ways to seek and experience greater
spiritual fruitfulness so that we can do God’s work in the world. You won’t find,
for example, a book study or an in-depth approach to theology or doctrine.
It’s conversation friendly. Some questions are information based. Some are
intended simply to provoke a helpful discussion.
It’s designed for individual or group use.
It’s question driven. Sometimes called the Socratic method, this teaching
method pulls you from topic to topic through a sequence of key questions.
It incorporates several learning approaches. You’ll find inductive studies, fill-inthe-blanks, personal inventories, character profiles, Bible exposition, activitybased assignments, and inspiring quotes.
It offers optional study plans. The study presents more learning opportunities than
a class can complete in an hour. Select the material that will work best for you. Some
groups will want to extend this four-part study to an eight- or twelve-week course.
It’s all about life change. The whole purpose of studying God’s Word is to be
changed in our character and our behavior so that we please God more, become
more like Christ, and serve Him more every day.
Bible Version
The study, as well as the book it is based on, has been prepared using the New
King James Version of the Bible. Using that version privately or in class will ensure
convenience and clarity, but it is not required.
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Break Through to the Fruitful Life
If you’re like most Christians, you may be shocked to learn how actively
God pursues fruitfulness in your life. In fact, most Christians are unaware
of what God is up to in their lives and therefore remain in the dark about
how they can cooperate with Him for results.
But I promise you that by the time you complete the Secrets of the Vine
Bible Study, you’ll know exactly where you are in your spiritual life and
what you can do today to break through to the next level of fruitfulness
for God.

Helping You Get Around
You’ll see three icons used throughout the study to help you use the material
more quickly.

KEYw
s
e XTRA

indicates a key verse, definition, or explanation that you won’t want to
miss.
indicates optional material for further study. Use this icon to help you
decide what materials you can leave for later.

‘‘’’TALK$
POINT‘‘’’

indicates a group process question that focuses on life
experience.

Rec ommended Re s ource s
♦ Secrets of the Vine Audio, read by the author, can provide busy people with
an easy way to learn and review the message of the book.
♦ Secrets of the Vine Devotional (and accompanying Journal) by Bruce
Wilkinson. This thirty-one-day devotional follows the same four-week
structure as the Bible study.
♦ If you are a teenager (or have one in your home), I recommend Secrets of
the Vine for Teens.
♦ For children, see the Tommy Nelson products featured in the back of this book.
♦ Visit www.secretsofthevine.com for recent updates from author and
publisher, new product updates, inspiring stories from readers, and other
information.
♦ Also watch for the Secrets of the Vine Video Series, available soon from
Walk Thru the Bible Ministries and Multnomah Publishers.

SOVBibleStudy_int.qxp:SOV Bible Study.int

6

3/11/10

1:07 PM

Page 6

Secrets of the Vine Bible Study

If you haven’t read Secrets of the Vine yet, I highly recommend that you
do so right away. You’ll benefit even more from your Bible discoveries if
you’ve personally encountered the life-changing truths of the book this
study is based on. I also encourage you to enhance your learning experience each day for the next month by following along in the Secrets of the
Vine Devotional and Secrets of the Vine Journal.
As you move from page to page in the days ahead, remember that God
didn’t just save you from death; He saved you for a specific and important
life. And as you listen closely to Jesus’ words, you’ll discover exactly what
that is. May God bless you abundantly!
—Bruce Wilkinson
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Week One
Fruitfulness
W h a t G o d Wa n t s f r o m
t h e B r a n c h o f Yo u r L i f e

“You did not choose Me,
but I chose you and appointed
you that you should go
and bear fruit, and that your
fruit should remain.”
John 15:16

£

R e c o m m e n de d R e a d i n g
Secrets of the Vine, Chapters 1–2
Secrets of the Vine Devotional, Week 1
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Getting Started
What if God chose you for a specific and important mission, but you
didn’t know what it was?
What if God was at work in your life to help you succeed in your mission, but because you didn’t understand His ways, you spent a lot of time
and energy sabotaging your own future?
Talk about wasted potential! Unfortunately, too many Christians find
themselves in just such a predicament. But there’s good news. Jesus gave
us a memorable picture of exactly what God expects from our lives, how
He is at work right now to make it happen, and how we can cooperate to
see extraordinary results.
In this Bible study, we’re going to explore what Jesus told His best
friends in a vineyard the night He was betrayed. His topic was fruitfulness.
That may not be a word you’ve used before to describe your life, but it’s a
subject that was foremost in Jesus’ mind that night.
You see, God didn’t just save you from judgment and death. He saved
you to a wonderful and important life. He wants your life to produce a
life-harvest for Him today. It’s a mission that will make a difference for
eternity. And, as you’ll discover, your greatest personal fulfillment will
come when you reach for it with all your heart.

Th i s We e k Yo u ’ l l D i s c o v e r . . .
♦
♦
♦
♦

what God wants you to produce with your life.
what the Bible means by “fruitfulness.”
how important your fruitfulness is to God.
how proactive God is in your life today to help you succeed at
your mission of fruitfulness.
♦ the four different levels of fruitfulness for believers.
♦ what you can do to cooperate with God’s amazing plan.
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What do I believe about what my
life should “produce” for God?

What have you accomplished in your life so far that might be eternally important
from God’s point of view? Why did you pick what you did?

My Life Harve st Inventory
2.

The following Life Harvest Inventory will reveal what you believe to be true about
what you’re supposed to produce for God. Score yourself using this standard:
Strongly disagree. ➋ Slightly disagree. ➌ Unsure. ➍ Agree. ➎ Strongly agree.

___ Accepting Christ is just the beginning of God’s plans for my life.
___ God wants my life to add up to a significant harvest for His kingdom.
___ God wants me to know what He expects from my life and to understand

how to cooperate with Him every day.
___ Trying hard to stay busy and productive doesn’t guarantee that I’m pleasing
God or that I’m doing what really counts for eternity.
___ God wants me to live up to my potential life
harvest so much that He will intervene in my
life to help me produce a big crop.
Who do you know
that is making
___ YOUR SCORE: Total the values assigned
a significant
to the five statements. If you scored…
difference for God?

‘‘’’TALK$
POINT‘‘’’

21–25 Prizewinning harvest.
You can expect a bumper crop.
16–20 Promising crop.
You’re headed for a good showing.
11–15 Poor pickings.
You’re a little confused about how to get results.
5–10 Plum empty.
You need to make a change, and soon!

What is it about
this person’s life
that seems so
important?
What are some of
the traits that you
would like to have
said about you?

