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Study Guide for Personal
and Gr up Use

Chapter 1. A Cry for Difference
After discovering the emptiness of a life lived for worldly pleasure, the
author—TullianTchividjian—was confronted by a high and lifted-up
God who was being celebrated by a group of Christians whose lives
were radically different from what he knew. Today, as a pastor, he
reflects on the importance of that kind of witness. In chapter 1 he
says, “The point I want to drive home in this book is this: Christians
make a difference in this world by being different from this world; they
don’t make a difference by being the same.”

1. What was your reason for picking up this book to read?
What were you hoping to get out of it?

2. When have you encountered a Christian group or church
that was so radically different from the world that it
caught your attention and made you think about God in
a new way?

3. When have you encountered a Christian group or
church that was so similar to the world that it roused
little interest?

4. Read Hebrews 11. How does this catalog of faithful men
and women reveal that God’s people ought to expect to
feel like foreigners in the world?

5. “Christians make a difference in this world by being
different from this world; they don’t make a difference by
being the same.” To what extent do you agree or disagree?
What questions do you have about how this concept plays
out in real life?
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Chapter 2. A World Without Windows
The author says our world’s rationalism and materialism have given
people a hunger for the supernatural. And so, while many Christians
are working hard to fit in to the world and appear hip and up-to-date,
that’s not what many unbelievers want. They’re looking for genuine
truth and transcendence. They’re looking for people with a real con-
nection to God, regardless of how off-center it is from today’s fads or
fashions.

1. Thinking back over the last twenty-four hours, what is one
way you have seen our world’s prevailing rationalistic out-
look expressed? What is one way you have seen a counter-
vailing yearning for the sacred or the supernatural?

2. How have you seen Christians try to be relevant by copy-
ing what is “in” at the moment?

3. How have you seen unbelievers react to Christians’
attempts to be relevant?

4. Read Acts 2. How does it highlight the difference between
power and production in a faith community that was dis-
tinctively different?

5. The author describes the real path to meeting people’s
need for God this way: “When the size of God grips us
more than the size of our churches and leadership confer-
ences, and when we become obsessed with surrendering
our lives to God’s sovereign presence, only then will we be
redemptively different and serve as God’s cosmic change
agents in a world yearning for change.” What’s your reac-
tion to that?

Chapter 3. Seduced by Cool
If we’re to believe the founder of our faith, Christianity is not sup-
posed to be cool. Jesus’s way is a hard and uncomfortable way that
bears little resemblance to the “good life” glamorized in entertainment
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media and advertising. Yet many Christians, having been “seduced by
cool,” are imitating the world’s image of how one is supposed to live.
The reality is, while we’re supposed to love the world, we have to
divorce ourselves from worldliness if we’re going to live for Jesus with
any effectiveness.

1. Think about Jesus’s ministry. How did he not fit in with
the world in terms of his lifestyle? his companions? his
teaching? his interactions with people in power? his
death?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 1–3. What is the world’s “wisdom,”
and why is it really foolish? What is the “foolishness” of
Jesus, and why is it really wise?

3. As the author defines it, what is the difference between
the world’s structure and its direction? What relevance
does this have for how Christians are to behave?

4. How can Christians be culturally aware but not culturally
entangled?

5. How is your conscience convicting you about being too
fashionable?

Chapter 4. An Unfashionable Standard
The world sees each of us as in charge of determining what we are
going to believe and how we are going to live; it doesn’t accept tran-
scendent truth from God. Even many professing Christians, it’s sad to
say, are reluctant to live by the Bible when it comes right down to it.
But God means for the Bible to guide our whole lives, forming our
attitudes toward both him and ourselves. And this is how we become
distinctively Christian—unfashionable.

1. Think of two or three unbelievers you know well. What
do they think about truth—is it absolute or relative? What
is their attitude toward the Bible?
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2. What evidence have you seen that Tullian is right when he
says that many professing Christians accept the Bible’s
authority only up to a point?

3. How have you, personally, been reluctant to let the teach-
ings of the Bible judge or change you?

4. Read Hebrews 4:12. How does it describe the effect that
the Word of God has had in your life?

5. “When the relevance of God’s Word reigns supreme
among God’s set-apart people,” says Tullian, “we influence
the wider culture by expressing his revealed truth with
both our lives and our lips.” Do you agree that the Bible is
the key to our influence? Why or why not?

Chapter 5.The Purpose-Driven Death
What motivates us to live unfashionably? It’s the grand story told by the
Bible, an arc of meaning stretching from Creation through the Fall to
redemption. In particular, it’s important for us to understand that God
is in the process of redeeming all things—not just individual human
souls, but also communities, cultures, and the earth itself. So we
shouldn’t think of ourselves as just hanging on until we can escape this
world. We’re supposed to be renewing the world, and that kind of
unfashionableness is a part of the total cosmic renewal God is after.

1. What did you find new or especially thought provoking in
this chapter’s overview of the biblical story of Creation, the
Fall, and redemption?

2. How would you explain the cultural mandate of Genesis
1:28 and the way in which it has been affected or not
affected by the Fall?

3. Would you say that you’ve held what Tullian describes as
an escapist view of redemption (i.e., the world is going to
burn up, and believers should just look forward to going to
heaven)? If so, where did you get that idea?
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4. Read Romans 8:18–25. What evidences do you see around
you of creation’s “futility” and “bondage to corruption”?

5. How should grasping the big picture of Jesus’s redeeming
all things affect the way you live in this world?

Chapter 6. Redeemed to Renew
Evangelism is far from being the Christian’s only responsibility; God
wants us to renew the world in every way. We are to do nothing less
than join him in bringing heaven into this world. We shouldn’t expect
to achieve such a transformation in a full sense until Jesus returns, but
our efforts at cultural renewal still have eternal significance as we help
to fulfill God’s mission in our world.

1. Before you read this chapter, would you have said that
evangelism is more important than cultural renewal? How
has your thinking changed?

2. Read Revelation 21:1–22:5. What is it about this picture
of a fully renewed world that makes your mouth water the
most?

3. Give an example of the difference between persuasion and
coercion when it comes to influencing society in a God-
ward direction.

4. What good and harm have you seen in Christian political
activism?

5. What kinds of cultural transformation have you been a
part of ? How has it helped to serve the purposes of God?

Chapter 7. Presence of the Future
Most Christians have heard about the kingdom of God, but until we
really understand what that kingdom is like, we won’t understand our
role in the world adequately. This kingdom is the rule and reign of
God. Jesus inaugurated this kingdom when he came to earth; it con-
tinues today as we live under the leadership of the Lord; and one day,
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at the second coming of Jesus, it will be consummated and become a
fully visible reality. It’s by keeping this future consummation of the
kingdom in mind that we know how to live unfashionably.

1. Is your citizenship in the kingdom of God something
you think about frequently? occasionally? rarely? never?

2. As you read this chapter, what did you learn about
the kingdom of God that you had never considered
before?

3. What differences do you see between the continuation
phase of the kingdom (the era in which we live) and the
consummation phase (after Jesus’s return)?

4. Read Isaiah 11:6–9. What qualities of the consummated
kingdom does this passage give a glimpse of ?

5. How does the knowledge that the Lord will return one
day make a difference in your day-to-day life?

Chapter 8. Where in the World Are Christians?
We’ve heard that we are to be in the world but not of the world. But
what does that mean? Well, it doesn’t mean we are to try to keep our-
selves separate and isolated from our culture. In fact, we are to engage
our culture actively. Wherever we live, whatever we do, we are to reveal
God’s glory and reign right there. At the same time, of course, we can’t
let ourselves engage in the culture to the extent of participating in its
sin. If we can effectively pull off this difficult in-but-not-of balancing
act, the church can become a demonstration community, showing
others what God wants to do in renewing the whole world.

1. Read John 17. What did Jesus request from his Father for
his followers?

2. As chapter 8 describes it, what is the difference between
spiritual separation and spatial separation? What is the dif-
ference between contextualization and compromise? What
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are the differences among being culturally removed, cultur-
ally relaxed, and culturally resistant?

3. Would you say you have more of a problem with being
legalistically separated from culture or with being sinfully
entangled with culture? Why?

4. How can you glorify God in your work and among the
people where you live?

5. How is your church serving as a demonstration commu-
nity, as Tullian describes it? How is it falling short in that
task?

Chapter 9. Unfashionably United
We live in a world where people tend to segregate themselves into
comfortable affinity groups. And, sadly, the church is not much dif-
ferent. Christians, too, group themselves into “tribes” that make them
feel safe instead of mixing with fellow believers of all descriptions.
True, all Christians have a spiritual unity through our connection with
Christ. But only as we are able to overcome our external divisions will
we be effective in renewing the world and showing unbelievers what
the love of God looks like. We need each other!

1. Read John 17 again—the same passage you read for chap-
ter 8. This time look for what Jesus prayed in regard to
Christian unity.

2. Would you say that you are a part of a Christian tribe?
If so, what holds it together, and whom does it separate
you from?

3. How do the unbelievers you know react to divisions
within the Christian church?

4. What might a local church look like if it had no genera-
tional, ethnic, or similar barriers?

5. If a Christian wanted to pursue reconciliation and unity
within the church, how might he go about it?
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Chapter 10. Making the DifferenceTogether
We, as Christians, are not expected to make a difference in the world
on our own.We are to do it together. And therefore we need to become
a connected people. As we do so, we’ll show outsiders what God wants
to do in the world: create real community based in him.

1. How has knowing Jesus changed you? How do you still
need to be changed?

2. “There’s no such thing as Christian individualism,” says
the author. “It’s an oxymoron.” What does he mean? And
do you agree or disagree?

3. What causes individualism, and how can we overcome it?
4. If the church—collectively—were to do a better job of

living as God asks us to, what do you think would be the
reaction among unbelievers?

5. Read Ephesians 4. This passage includes the themes of
unity and newness discussed in chapter 10 of this book.
It also includes the put on/put off theme that will be
revisited in the following chapters. For now, what kinds
of changes in your life does this passage remind you that
you need to make?

Chapter 11. ATruthful Community
One of the characteristics that an unfashionable, God-honoring church
needs to acquire is truthfulness. Truth and trust go together—as we
trust each other, we are willing to be honest with each other. One way
we can establish this kind of trust with the world is to serve others sim-
ply for their own good, not because we’re trying to get something from
them. As we embody truthfulness, people will naturally be attracted
by the God we worship; we won’t have to sell him to them.

1. Read Acts 5:1–11. What does this story suggest about how
lies affect a community? How do they affect God?
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2. How would you describe the relationship between truth
and trust? Which comes first—or do they have to exist
simultaneously?

3. How can a church develop an atmosphere of greater
trust?

4. How has your church tried to serve the wider commu-
nity? Did it have a hidden agenda in doing so? What
have been the results?

5. What can you, personally, do to raise the level of truth-
fulness within your church?

Chapter 12. An Angry Community
“The church is to be…an angry community,” saysTullian. How about
that! But he’s not talking about the kind of self-centered anger that
comes from personal slights. He’s talking about God-centered anger
that comes from hating what God hates: sin and evil, immorality and
injustice. This kind of anger is not vindictive but rather is accompa-
nied by grief over the suffering caused by human waywardness. And
it starts with examining ourselves for any wrongdoing that deserves
godly wrath.

1. What was your first reaction when you read the author’s
statement that the church is supposed to be an angry
community? Why?

2. Give some examples of self-centered anger and
God-centered anger, as Tullian defines these
terms.

3. Read John 2:13–17. What makes this act qualify as
God-centered anger?

4. What is wrong with anger without grief? What is
wrong with grief without anger?

5. How, in your opinion, can today’s church do a better
job of living out God-centered anger?
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Chapter 13. Putting Off Stealing
Another way in which the church is to be unfashionable is by reject-
ing stealing in all forms. Some thefts of time, talents, and money are
so common that they don’t even get noticed—not fully using your
gifts in a job and buying stuff you don’t need are two examples. And
then there’s giving: “Christians ought to be known as the most gener-
ous people on the face of this earth,” says Tullian. This kind of gen-
erosity comes from not just understanding but sensing God’s own
generosity toward us.

1. Which statement comes nearer the truth for you?
a. I view my work as a necessary evil I face because I need

to make money, and honestly, I can’t wait until I have
enough money to quit working.

b. I view my work as a means of using the gifts God has
given me to serve and improve the world.

2. Again, which statement comes nearer the truth for you?
a. I spend all the money I’ve got (if not more, thanks to

credit!) on the stuff and the experiences I crave.
b. I buy what I need—that and little more—but more

important, I try to maximize my giving to people who
are more needy than I.

3. The author quotes Jim Elliot: “He is no fool who gives
what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”
What is it that you “cannot keep”? What is it that you
“cannot lose”?

4. How has God been generous to you? How deeply would
you say that you really sense this generosity?

5. Read Mark 12:41–44. What is the application here for
you?

Chapter 14. Redemptive Words
Our temptation is to use words to manipulate people and get what we
want; our challenge is to use words, instead, to encourage others,
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whether or not we get anything in return. Encouragement is redemp-
tive speech. Speaking encouragement to unbelievers draws them
toward God. Speaking encouragement to fellow believers reminds
them of God within them.

1. How have you seen Christians use words in a way that
unnecessarily pushed others away?

2. How have you seen Christians use words in a way that
was encouraging, uplifting, or upbuilding to others?

3. Thinking of your local church, what grade would you
give it for mutual encouragement: A, B, C, D, or F? How
could it improve in this area?

4. How can you personally develop more godly speech
habits?

5. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14. Who are the “fainthearted”
within your circle of acquaintances today? How can you
encourage them?

Chapter 15. No Longer Clammed Up
Kindness is rare in our world; unkindness is the norm. And this preva-
lence of unkindness leads to people emotionally shutting down
toward each other—it ruins relationships. Within the church, though,
we ought to be relearning the art of kindness because of the marvelous
kindness God has shown toward us. We ought to be warming up the
cold world and reconnecting relationships with acts of kindness
every day.

1. When was the last time you were stung by an act, a word,
or a look of unkindness from somebody?

2. How have you seen somebody (maybe you) clamming up
toward another person because of being hurt?

3. The author asks, “What would a community…look like
where unkindness was nonexistent?” How would you
answer that question?
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4. Name one instance when the kindness of God moved you
to be kind to another.

5. Read Luke 6:27–36. How does this passage say we ought
to be kind? What does it say is our motivation for such
kindness? What ideas does it give you about how you can
show kindness today?

Chapter 16. Love, Not Lust
Ours is a sexually promiscuous society. And so, when the church
stands against sex outside marriage, it can look like it’s a spoilsport. Not
so! Ungodly lust is the enemy of love, and love is what will fulfill peo-
ple’s deepest longings for relational intimacy. And so the church has to
not just condemn immorality but, more important, to display love to
unbelievers, unfashionable though it may be.

1. Tullian makes a case that sexual promiscuity is actually a
sign of loneliness, not intimacy. Do you agree or disagree?
Why?

2. Tullian also says that the bigger problem with sexual sin is
not that it is dangerous but that it dehumanizes people.
Again, do you agree or disagree, and why?

3. The prominent New Testament word for love—agape—
implies self-sacrifice for another. In what ways does Jesus’s
life exemplify that kind of love?

4. Read 1 Corinthians 13. Taking each characteristic of love
separately, how would you say you are doing at loving oth-
ers in that way?

5. “We’re to show our lonely world just how much more cap-
tivating and satisfying loving self-sacrifice is in comparison
to sexual self-indulgence.” How can we do that?

Chapter 17. Last Call
The world is not changed by big churches or by big ministries so much
as by big Christians—people who have a large spiritual stature through

Unfashionable pages:Master 5 x 8  2/27/09  11:14 AM  Page 186



Study Gu ide fo r Pe r sona l and Group Use • 187

faith, boldness, and determination. Such people refuse to get com-
fortable with the sinful patterns of the world. They don’t care what
others think about them; they care whatGod thinks about them. And
when things get tough, they look to Christ, the trailblazer of unfash-
ionability, to help them and bring them home.

1. Who are some big Christians you have known or read
about? What made them big? What impact have they had
on the world?

2. What would it take for you to become a big Christian?
What scares you about that? What inspires you?

3. The phrase “against the world for the world” has appeared
in the book many times, as it does in this final chapter. If
you were to take it as a motto for your life, how would it
change your interactions with others?

4. Read Hebrews 12:1–3. How can focusing on Jesus help
you to fulfill God’s call on your life?

5. Based on what you’ve read in this book, in what ways are
you determined to become unfashionable?

Unfashionable pages:Master 5 x 8  2/27/09  11:14 AM  Page 187


